[image: PA164213583.gif][image: PA164213583.gif]Harbor Creek Jr. High School
English Advanced 8
2012-2013 Course Syllabus

	Contact and Teacher Information



	Teacher:
	Mr. Robert S. Ludwig

	
Educational Background:
	
A.A. Liberal Arts, The Pennsylvania State University
B.A. English Literature (18th Century British Romanticism), The Pennsylvania State University
Teacher Certification – 7-12 Comprehensive English, Edinboro University of Pennsylvania
M.A. English, Gannon University
M.A. Instructional Technology, Ashford University
M.A.T. Curriculum & Instruction, The University of Saint Mary
Ed.D. Educational Leadership, Northcentral University (in progress)

	
Phone:
	
814.897.2100, ext. 1234

	
E-mail:
	
rludwig@hcsd.iu5.org

	
Website:
	
http://www.mrludwig.yolasite.com

	
Extra Help:
	
Thursdays, 2:35 P.M. – 3:30 P.M.

If, at any time, you are having difficulties in class, please feel free to make an appointment with me during my prep period (or before- or after-school) to discuss them.  Also, please feel free to contact me at any time if any questions, issues, or concerns arise.  I encourage students to send e-mails anytime if they have questions about an assignment or the class itself.





	Required Texts



The following texts are required for this course (titles with a “*” are texts we will definitely read this year):

*Applebee, Arthur N., et. al. The Language of Literature. Evanston, Illinois: McDougal Littell Publishing    
         Company, 2006. (Replacement Cost: $79.00)

Enger, Leif.  Peace Like a River.  New York, New York: Atlantic Monthly, 2002. (Replacement Cost: $15.00)

Kleinbaum, N. H. Dead Poets Society. New York, New York: Bantam Books, 1998. (Replacement Cost: $5.00)

*Lee, Harper. To Kill a Mockingbird. New York, New York: Warner Books, 1960. (Replacement Cost: $25.00)

Orwell, George.  Animal Farm.  Online Text, 1945 (original copyright date). (Replacement Cost: $5.00)

*Wiesel, Elie. Night. Boston, Massachusetts: Bantam Publishers, 1980.  (Replacement Cost: $10.00)

Teacher-selected excerpts of short stories, dramatic plays, poetry, etc.  (Replacement Cost: $5.00)


	Course Description



English Advanced 8 is an accelerated, writing-intensive, standards-based language arts course that focuses on writing, reading, grammar, usage, mechanics, vocabulary, and self-discipline skills.  Students will explore texts from multiple genres; will learn strategies to aid in reading comprehension; will learn to read critically, analytically, and literally; and will enhance writing skills. Because this is an advanced-level course, students will be expected to complete many assignments independently, with the teacher acting as a facilitator to learning.  Students are also required to take the reading and writing sections of the Pennsylvania System of School Assessment (PSSA).  

	Course Understandings, Essential Questions,  Goals, and Outcomes



During our units of study and by the end of the course, students will be able to understand the following:

· Literature provides a mirror to help us understand ourselves and others;
· Writing is a form of communication across the ages;
· Literature reflects the human condition;
· Literature deals with universal themes (i.e., human vs. human, human vs. nature, human vs. self, human vs. outside force); and
· Literature reflects its social, cultural, and historical values.

During our units of study and by the end of the course, students will be able to answer the following arguable, recurring, and thought-provoking questions that will guide inquiry and point towards the larger concepts:

· How does literature help us understand ourselves and others?
· How has writing become a communication tool across the ages?
· How does literature reflect the human condition?
· How does literature express universal themes?

During our units of study and by the end of the course, students will be able to accomplish the following goals and outcomes:

· To carefully read and critically analyze, interpret, and evaluate literature using a variety of critical, literal, and analytical approaches;
· To understand the way writers use language to provide meaning and pleasure;
· To consider a work’s structure, style, and themes as well as such smaller scale elements, such as the use of figurative language, imagery, symbolism, and tone;
· To study representative works from various genres and periods (from as early as the fifteenth century to the twenty-first century) and to know a few works extremely well;
· To understand a work’s complexity, to absorb richness of meaning, and to analyze how meaning is embodied in literary form; 
· To consider social and historical values a work reflects and embodies;
· To write focusing on critical analysis of literature including expository, analytical, argumentative, and persuasive essays as well as creative writing to sharpen understanding of writers’ accomplishments and deepen appreciation of literary artistry;
· To become aware of, through speaking, listening, reading, and chiefly writing, the resources of language: connotation, denotation, figures of speech (metaphor, simile, hyperbole, personification, alliteration, etc.), irony, syntax, and tone; and
· To contribute to the formation of and gain the respect for a community of learning, recognizing the advantages and limitations of such a community and to work together to create interesting threads of cross-pollinating discussions.

	Pre-Requisites



In order to be successful in English Advanced 8, you should have met the pre-requisites below:

· Recommendation for English Advanced 8 from your 7th grade Language Arts teacher; or
· Recommendation for English Advanced 8 from the guidance counselor (if you were not recommended in 7th grade); and
· Strong reading (critical, analytical, interpretive, and literal) and writing skills; and
· A positive attitude.

	Why Do We Have to Learn This “Stuff”?



Many times, I am asked, “why do we have to learn this stuff?  I'm never going to use it.”  Although I would love to see each one of you graduate from high school and attend a college or university and major in English, I realize few of you will do so.  In fact, I have yet to have a student who I have had in 8th grade English graduate from high school and then graduate from college with a degree in English.  So, why do we have to learn all this “stuff”?  One reason is because it is mandatory in the state of Pennsylvania.  We just don't begin creating lessons to teach because we enjoy finding ways to torture you; in fact, the state tells us what students need to know by the end of each grade.  Another reason is because it teaches you to think about and look at things in different ways.  If everyone looked at everything from the same perspective, we'd live in a rather boring world.  Instead, we all have different ways of looking at things, and, believe it or not, your English classes have taught you how to think critically and have taught you how to look at something in a different way.  As John Keating says, “You are souls at a critical juncture.  Either you will succumb to the will of academic hoi polloi, and the fruit will die on the vine -- or you will triumph as individuals” (DPS, 40).  Yet another reason is that it makes your head a more interesting place to live inside of for the rest of your life.  If nothing else, and if you don't believe that there is any reason to learn any of this, you can say that you were a member of my class and had the opportunity not only to be impressed by my heightened level of academia but also by my charm and good looks.

	Instructional Methods



While I will at times lecture, many class sessions will consist primarily of (lively) discussions of specific textual pieces.  Other methods may include the integration of technology, guest speakers, guided research, student presentations, cooperative group learning, and recorded live performances of plays/musicals and film adaptations.

	Grading Policy



I will use total points to calculate quarter and final grades.  It is the teacher’s discretion as to whether or not a grade will be adjusted.  Please do not assume you will receive a certain grade simply based on the “round up” system.  Progress reports will be sent home with students at midterm

	A+
	      100%
	
Exemplary Performance
	


Please note the cut off for an A is 93%, not 92.5%; a B at 85%, not 84.5%; a C at 78%, not 77.5%, and a D at 70%, not 69.5%.

	A
	95 – 99%
	
	

	A-
	93 – 94% 
	
	

	B+
	91 – 92%
	
Excellent Performance
	

	B
	87 – 90%
	
	

	B-
	85 – 86%
	
	

	C+
	83 – 84%
	
Average Performance
	

	C
	80 – 82%
	
	

	C-
	78 – 79%
	
	

	D
	70 – 77%
	Marginal Performance
	

	F
	  0 – 69%
	Failing Performance
	

	Student Responsibilities



Although we live in a free world and society, there are rules and regulations that govern us so that we may live in peace and harmony.  Just as there are rules and regulations set forth for all citizens, there are also rules and regulations that have been set forth in the Jr. High School and in my classroom.  These rules and regulations are not excessive, and they do not ask you to do anything out of the ordinary.  They are rules and regulations, however, that will be enforced in the classroom.  Violation of these rules and regulations will result in a conference being held with the student, a conference being held with the student and the student's parents/guardians, a conference being held with the student and the principal, a student being issued detention, a student being issued In-School Suspension, and/or a student being issued Out-of-School Suspension.  As a general rule, once a conference has been held with the student, I usually bypass detention and write a referral for In-School Suspension.

The following are policies that will be enforced in the classroom.  
			
· Be Respectful – 

		Be respectful towards the teacher, fellow classmates, school property, and yourself.  Listen when 		others are talking, and talk so that others will listen.  Inappropriate language and content will not be 		tolerated, nor will disrespect of any kind.  All instances of disrespect will be punishable as stated in 		the teacher’s discipline code and as in the Student Handbook.
· Be Responsible – 
   
		Come to class prepared and ready to work.  This includes having pens, pencils, notebooks, paper,   
 		assignments, books, etc.  If you  come to class unprepared, you may lose points.  Excessive ill 
 		preparedness will result in you being marked as absent.
· Meet Deadlines – 
    
		Turn in assignments on the day they are due.  Assignments that are not turned in will not be accepted 
		late.  The due  date of an assignment is not any time throughout the school day; instead, assignments 
		are due at the beginning of class.  If a student is absent, it is his/her responsibility to meet with the 		teacher the day he/she returns to school.

· Put Forth Your Best Effort – 
   
  		Each of you is capable of doing quality work.  If you have any questions about anything, please ask.  
		There is no such thing as a stupid question.  Strive for success.  Take pride in what you do.

· There is no excuse for failure or laziness – 

		Each one of you is capable of success.  As you will find out, I will not accept any excuse for failure 		or for laziness.  If you do not do well on an assignment, take time to determine why you did not do 		well.  Did you understand the concept?  Did you take time to review?  Did you ask questions?  If you 		simply did not complete an assignment, create a schedule that determines the times you will devote 		to homework, video games, studying, free time, etc., and stick to it.  Do not rely on your brain to 			remember everything; use your agenda book or write down assignments in a notebook.

· Have Fun –  
   
  		Make the learning process a fun process.  I like to have fun, but we need to remember there’s a time 
		for learning and a time for fun.  It is possible to do both.

	School-Wide Effective Behavior Expectations and Positive School Climate



The Harbor Creek School District operates under Positive School Climate.  On page one of your agenda books, the School-Wide Effective Behavior Expectations are listed.  Please familiarize yourself with these expectations, for they will be enforced at all times.  
1. Follow teacher and staff directions the first time they are given.
2. Demonstrate active listening (S.L.A.N.T. – Sit up, Lean forward, Act interested, Nod your head, Track the Teacher/Take Notes).
3. Respect and care for your property, your school, and yourself.
4.   Keep hands, feet, and objects to yourself at all times.
5.   Use kind and civil words and actions.
6.   Be in your seat, prepared to begin class, when the bell rings.

	Agenda Books



The Harbor Creek School District has provided an agenda book for each student’s use.  This is a useful tool to establish time management and organizational skills.  Please utilize the agenda book to keep track of assignment due dates, on-going assignments, quiz and exam dates, and other important information.  

	Completed Work (Handwritten and Typewritten)



When turning in typewritten assignments, please follow the guidelines below:

· Use only white or bond white paper (no more than 25 pound, please)
· Print on only one side of the paper
· Use only black, 12 point Times New Roman font
· Double space between individual lines so I may make comments; please do not double space between paragraphs (to do this, simply go to Paragraph, Line Spacing, Double)
· Use one inch margins on all four sides of the paper (Microsoft Word is already set up to do this)
· Always use the required cover page (I will make copies available to you and will send one in an e-mail attachment so you may fill it out electronically)
· Always create a bibliography in MLA format for all papers that have direct and indirect citations
 

When turning in handwritten assignments, please follow the guidelines below:
· Use either blue or black ink pen or pencil.  Use of any glitter pens, fancy-colored inks, colored pencils, markers, or any other medium will result in a grade of “F” or “0” being given on the assignment.  This isn’t art class.  Students will be given one “oops” with regards to typewritten and handwritten assignments.  
· If your name is not on an assignment, I will not look at it; instead, I will file it in the rectangular file next to my desk.

Please be sure to refer to “The Ten Commandments of Writing According to Mr. Ludwig” when writing your essays and papers.  




	Course Materials



Please obtain the following materials before the beginning of the second week of class:

* One (1) 1” three-ringed binder with paper for handouts, notes, etc. 
* Black or blue ink pens; pencils (I prefer black ink for assignments, but you may use blue)
* Yellow, green, blue, and pink highlighters
* One package of Post-It ® Notes (preferably yellow but any color will do)
* Others per course requirements (please be aware that no student will be required to complete poster projects or  other  assignments that require special trips to specialty stores; not only is this an inconvenience to parents, but there is no educational value to doing this in the English classroom).

	Participation



This component is extremely important.  Every student is responsible for copiously and actively participating and engaging in class.  Participation need not be synchronous or consistent from day to day; however, each student must be a ready, willing, and able participant when asked to or when called upon.

	Notebooks



Each student should keep a notebook.  The notebook should consist of a three-ringed binder and should contain daily notes, bell ringers, handouts, and other information provided in class.  Although I do not require students to actively keep a notebook, I would strongly suggest that you take the time to organize and to keep one.  There will be many handouts throughout the year, and you may wish to refer to these handouts at various times.  

	Attendance and Absenteeism of the Student



Although I would like to see you in class every day for the entire school year, I do understand that illnesses and other situations arise.  If you foresee an absence, please see me prior to your absence.  If you are absent due to an illness for longer than three (3) days, please call to have your work sent home.  In either case, it is your responsibility to see me to receive your work.  You will have one day for each day you were absent to return your work.  Please refer to my policy regarding late work.

It is imperative that you begin developing a good attendance record.  For those of you who miss school for a stuffy nose, because a new video game was released, because you were tired, because you woke up “not feeling well”, because you didn’t finish an assignment, because you stayed up late watching TV, because practice ran late last night, because no one woke you up, because your clothes weren’t dry, because you couldn’t get your contacts in, because the person who drives you to school couldn’t get the car started, or for any other reason, you are only hurting yourself.  In fact, you will find it virtually impossible to catch up on your work if you miss for petty reasons.  I strongly encourage you to be here, even if you don’t feel well.  If you don’t feel well or I see that you’re struggling to be in class, I can have Mrs. Dewey take a look at you to see if you really need to go home.  

For those of you who miss school on a weekly basis, we may need to speak with Mrs. Chodubski or Mrs. Miller to determine if there is a medical reason causing your weekly illnesses.  

Any absence on a day a take-home exam, research project, or other such assignment is due will earn you a “0” on that assignment (only extenuating circumstances will be accepted).  I will make you aware of what falls under this category.  Please arrange to have your work dropped off by the start of your class period if you foresee an absence.  You may also e-mail work to me (always retain a hard copy, however; sometimes the e-mail gremlins take hold of assignments sent via cyberspace).
	Attendance and Absenteeism of the Teacher



Thus far, I pride myself in having been absent from school only a limited number of times in my career.  Due to a diagnosis of cancer in February 2011, I missed nearly five weeks of school; however, I continued to come to school during my treatment regardless of the pain I was in or how “yucky” I felt (radiation and other medications can do some rather nasty things to one’s body).  I truly love what I do and take pleasure in the career I have chosen.  

There may be times, however, when I will not be in, that I will need to be in attendance of specific meetings, or will need to attend a conference or seminar.  During these times, there will be a substitute in the classroom. I expect the utmost respect to be given to the substitute when she/he is in the classroom.  Failure to show respect to the substitute will result in what I call Triple Consequence.  Students will receive triple the discipline they would normally receive if any issues arise when a substitute is in the classroom.

	Homework



Most likely, you will have homework each day, including Fridays.  Daily homework assignments that are given will not require an extensive amount of out of class work; however, there should be no excuse as to why the homework is not completed.  Long term assignments will require additional out of class work and effort, and you will be given additional time to complete these assignments.  Simply put – if you fail to complete the required homework, your grade will suffer.  Also, do not ask for an extension with homework.  It should be completed in its entirety with no excuses given as to why it was not completed.  Please refer to my policy regarding late work.

	Extra Credit vs. Replacement Credit



First, let me distinguish between extra credit and replacement credit.  Extra credit is earned credit beyond a completed assignment; replacement credit is credit for not completing an assignment.  It is not my policy to give replacement credit; there may be times, however, when I deem extra credit necessary.  Extra credit may be found on quizzes and exams or may be handed out as an extra assignment to be completed in addition to other assignments.  If extra credit is given in addition to an assignment and the assignment is not completed but the extra credit is completed, the extra credit will not be accepted.  Remember – extra credit will be given to the class as a whole and not on an individual basis.  If you ask for extra credit, I will not distribute it to you or to the class as a whole.  I call this the “ask and ye shall NOT receive” rule.

	What To Do If You Feel I Have Made a Mistake With Grading



Teachers are human; they make mistakes sometimes.  If you feel I have made a mistake, you need to draw it to my attention.  Most teachers try extremely hard to be scrupulously fair; if you have earned a point, teachers want you to have it.  There are several positive, constructive ways to draw my attention to a mistake.  These all involve approaching me kindly, just like you would like to be approached if someone were pointing out an error you made.  Please remember that “a soft answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger.”  Approaching me in an appropriate manner allows both you and me to have a positive experience.  If I really have made a mistake, by not attacking me personally, you are giving me the opportunity to gracefully correct it without seeming to question my teaching qualifications and my right to coexist with you on this planet.  If you have made a mistake in assuming I have made one, approaching me politely means that you will not have to feel embarrassed if I tactfully explain the error, and you can gracefully learn more about the subject.  Either way, we both go away from the conversation with feelings intact and maybe even boosted.
Most teachers are basically pretty reasonable, but we don't like feeling personally attacked.  Behaviors that make a teacher feel attacked are the same kinds of behaviors that make you feel attacked.  Stop and think: if someone approached you in the manner you are just about to use on me, how would you respond?  For example, grousing loudly to another student about what an idiot you think I am and then approaching me belligerently with “why did you mark me off here?” sends an attacking message to me.  This probably isn't the message you want to send my way when you're hoping I'll add a few points that may have been subtracted erroneously from your paper.
A good way to start a conversation that allows both you and me to save face is, “Help me understand why I was marked off here.”  Another positive approach is, “I think you may have misunderstood me here.  I would like to explain myself further.”  Yet another option is, “My reading of the text led me to respond in this way.  Did I misinterpret it?”  It's helpful for both you and me to remember that a few moments' reflection before we open our mouths will usually soften our words and will get us better responses.

	Academic Integrity



According to Empire State College, academic integrity is a fundamental value upon which schools are built.  For learning and scholarship to thrive, academic communities cannot tolerate acts of academic dishonesty, such as cheating, misrepresentation, and/or plagiarism.
According to the Center for Academic Integrity from Empire State College, there are five fundamental values that characterize an academic community of integrity:
· Honesty - the quest for truth and knowledge requires intellectual and personal honesty in learning, teaching, and research.
· Trust - academic institutions must foster a climate of mutual trust in order to stimulate the free exchange of ideas.
· Fairness - all interaction among students, teachers, and administrators should be grounded in clear practices and procedures.
· Respect - learning is acknowledged as a participatory process, and a wide range of opinions and ideas is respected.
· Responsibility - a school demands personal accountability on the part of all members.

Acts of academic dishonesty compromise these core values and undermine the process by which knowledge is created, shared, and evaluated.  Repeated offenses not only cast suspicion upon the integrity of individuals, but also damage the reputation of the larger academic community.

	Plagiarism


[image: ]This is something I do not take lightly.

Plagiarism involves willfully claiming work that was produced by someone other than you.  Quoting or just citing material without giving credit to the original writer constitutes plagiarism.  Copying another student’s work and submitting it as your own is plagiarism.  Having a parent, boyfriend, or girlfriend assist in the writing of any of your work constitutes plagiarism.  (There is a HUGE difference between having someone assist you with the writing of a paper and having someone help you.)  Plagiarism can be either a deliberate attempt to cheat or an accident of not correctly documenting your outside sources correctly.  The best thing to do is to turn in your own writing.  Plagiarism is extremely easy to detect and extremely difficult to conceal.  Copying work from another source, be it a friend or a professional work, and attempting to pass it off as your own is not only unacceptable, but also it is illegal.  This includes copying information directly from websites or from any online resource, rearranging the organization of a text for your own use, and/or changing the words of the text for your own use.  This also includes “changing the words” or not realizing you have plagiarized.  Many times, students will use the excuse that they did not know they had plagiarized.  Please consider this your warning.  If you use any text as a reference and do not cite it (correctly), it is considered plagiarism.  You must give credit where credit is due.
If I find that you have plagiarized (and, trust me, I will), you will receive an “F” on the assignment, a recommendation for three days of In-School Suspension, and a lack of trust from me and from other teachers.  If I find that you have plagiarized a second time, you will receive the aforementioned consequences AND a grade of “F” for the grading period, regardless of when the first offense was committed.  If there is a third time, you will receive the consequences as outlined in the first and second offenses, and I will do what I can to assign a letter grade of “F” for the school year.

	Cheating or Copying Another Student’s Work



Any student found cheating on any assignment will receive a letter grade of “F” on the assignment and will be referred to the principal for up to three days of In-School Suspension.  If any student is found cheating on any assignment a second time, he/she will receive a letter grade of “F” for the grading period, regardless of when the first offense was committed and will be referred to the principal for up to three days of In-School Suspension.  If there is a third time, you will receive the consequences as outlined in the first and second offense, and I will do what I can to assign a letter grade of “F” for the school year.
Cheating includes allowing someone else to copy your work or copying another student's work.  If I find that you have copied another student's work, not only will you receive the consequences above, but also the student who allowed you to copy will receive the same consequences.

	Forgery



Any student found forging or providing a false signature on any assignment, progress report, behavior contract, etc. will receive a letter grade of “F” on the assignment (if the assignment has point value), a referral made to the principal for up to three days of In- School Suspension, and a lack of trust from me and from other teachers.   

	Acceptance and Tolerance



There are a few select words, phrases, and behaviors that will cause my blood pressure to rise.  No student may refer to anyone’s size, color, race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, religion, or mental faculties in front of me or in my classroom (and I would hope you would not use them outside of class, either).  I should not have to remind any of you that these terms are not appropriate, but, believe me, I have heard them used frequently in the hallways, in private conversations, and in the cafeteria.  Using the terms “nigger” (or any form of the word, unless we are using it in relationship to a specific textual piece), “faggot” (or any form of the word), “gay” (unless we are using its original definition and meaning), “retard” (or any form of the word), “Jew,” “fat”, etc. not only gets under my skin but also shows ignorance.  By using these words, you are saying it is all right to discriminate against anyone simply because she/he may be different from you.  Also, regardless of your political or religious beliefs, you may not discriminate against someone because of her/his personal choices.  If someone in class is of a different ethnicity, is of a different religion, is openly gay, etc., you can complain about this all you want to in your home.  In my classroom, however, you will be respectful and will not refuse to work with or sit next to this person.  Her/His religion, homosexuality, etc. will not “rub off” on you, just as my skin color will not “rub off” on you.  Consequences, such as a vacation in In-School Suspension, will be given for use of such words or phrases in my classroom or in my presence.  Excessive use of these words or phrases or excessive shows of disrespect will result in a recommendation made to the principal for up to three days of Out-of-School Suspension and to Deputy Schwartz for Harassment and/or Ethnic, Racial, and/or Sexual Intimidation charges.  This carries with it possible charges and fines.  And, trust me, I have no problems turning you in for using these words or being disrespectful and making an appearance at the District Justice's office when you meet with him.

Simply put, please do not say these words and do not show disrespect towards anyone.  Not only does this offend me, but also it offends others in the classroom and in the school.

	Opinions of Students and the Teacher



Each one of us in this classroom is allowed to practice whatever religion we choose to practice and is allowed to belong to whichever political party we choose to belong to.  Just because you do not agree with someone else's religious or political belief does not give you the right to discriminate against that person or to show disrespect.  We may speak our opinions freely in class without fear of being criticized, but we need to be respectful with how we speak our opinions.

	Borrowed Materials



Students may wish to borrow materials from me.  I am always willing to lend materials for student use; however, please be aware that many of the sources used in class have been purchased at my own expense.  A considerable amount of money has been used to provide you with these materials.  Please be conscious of this when you borrow these materials.  I expect them all to be returned in the same condition in which they were borrowed.  If they are not, you will be responsible for replacing them (if they are replaceable).

	Electronic Devices



We live in a day and age where communication tools are a necessary part of our lives.  While in school, however, there is no need to communicate with your friends or the “outside world” unless it is an absolute emergency (which, in that case, further instructions will be given).  All cell phones must remain OFF and out of sight.  If, at any time, a cell phone is seen or heard, it will be immediately confiscated, after which you may retrieve it in the Jr. High office.  A second violation may result in the item not being returned until the end of the school year or until a parent/guardian has had an opportunity to meet with the principal and with me to discuss the infraction.

Other electronic devices, such as CD players, iPods, MP3 players, etc. are not permitted in the classroom.  If they are seen in the classroom (that is, outside of your backpack or person or being used without permission), they will be confiscated, after which you may retrieve them in the Jr. High office.  A second violation may result in the item not being returned until the end of the school year or until a parent/guardian has had an opportunity to meet with the principal and with me to discuss the infraction.

Devices that record videos or sound bites are strictly prohibited in the classroom.  Students may not use these devices to record students or teachers without the student’s or teacher’s permission.  Recording students or teachers without their knowledge is not only disrespectful, but also is illegal.  Any student found violating this will be referred to the principal and/or to Deputy Schwartz.  This carries with it possible fines and charges.

Please be aware that, many times, students may wish to argue or to provide excuses as to why an electronic item was out in the open.  This is considered insubordination.  Let’s not take it to this level.

	Housekeeping



You should be aware that food and drink are not permitted in the classroom or in the Jr. High unless prior teacher permission has been granted (and, I can guarantee you that permission usually will not be granted).  Students who wish to bring coffee, cappuccino, soda, water, candy bars, candy, chips (especially Doritos), nachos, hamburgers, bacon and eggs, shepherd’s pie, donuts, pizza, pasta with meat sauce, macaroni and cheese, or other such items will be asked to discard them in the waste basket without finishing the item and without complaint.  They are not to be brought into the Jr. High nor should they be brought into my classroom.  Students who choose not to follow this rule will be recommended for before- or after-school detention or for up to three days of In-School Suspension.

I have no issues with any student chewing gum or eating mints and/or hard candy in my classroom.  However, if I “see” it (which means someone has blown a bubble or has left it on the floor/desk/table or under the desk/table), I will ask you to throw it in the waste basket (inside a tissue or piece of paper, of course) without finishing the item and without complaint.  Also, students who chew gum and do not dispose of it properly will be asked to stay after school to take care of the mess they have created. 

I also expect you to clean up after yourselves in my classroom.  This includes discarding any waste paper, garbage, etc. that is on the floor.  This also includes respecting the property in the room.  There is no biological relationship between you and me (this means I am not your mother or father), and I do not appreciate cleaning up after you.  Please do not write on any desk or on anything that does not belong to you.  If I have to clean up your messes after you have left the classroom, I can guarantee your next classroom visit with me will not be a pleasant one.

There are many items in my classroom that have little significance to you but mean a great deal to me.  Please respect these items.  No one would like me coming to her/his house to go through her/his personal items; I am not too fond of it myself.  What’s mine is mine, and what’s yours is yours; let’s keep it that way.

Items on, near, and behind my desk are my property.  Again, these items have very little significance to you, but they mean a great deal to me.  Also, these items may include confidential materials involving other students.  For that reason, please do not touch any item on, near, or behind my desk without my permission, and please do not take it upon yourself to sit behind my desk.  

The Dress Code for this school year will be strictly enforced in my classroom.  Please be sure to follow the dress code as it is described in your agenda book.  This includes wearing your ID badges, wearing appropriate pants/shorts at the waist so undergarments and skin are not visible, and wearing appropriate shirts and tops so undergarments and skin are not visible.
The passing time in between classes should be viewed as not a social activity but rather as a time for you to take care of certain needs.  This includes using the restroom, gathering the necessary materials for class, and possibly greeting a few of your fellow classmates.  Please make every effort to arrive to class prior to the late bell.  Arriving to class on time means being in your seat ready to begin class.  This also includes having all bell ringers, pre-class activities, etc. either completed or in the course of being completed.
For those of you who have physical education prior to English Advanced 8, please heed the following advice: DO NOT use the first five minutes or so of class as a time to “primp” (that means straightening your hair, brushing/combing your hair, putting on mascara, touching up your makeup, beautifying yourself by any means, etc.).  Plan accordingly so these needs are met before class.
Students who practice the art of arriving late to class with be asked to show a pass from their previous teacher.  If no pass can be produced, students will be marked as tardy.  Four tardies to any class constitutes excessive tardiness, which will be sent to the office.  Students receiving four tardies will receive detention and/or In-School Suspension.
There are some people who have severe allergies to scents (I am one of them).  Please refrain from wearing perfume or cologne in class.  This includes dousing yourself with it after physical education, in the hallways, or while standing at your locker.  Please remember this: you may not be able to smell your perfume or cologne after a few minutes, but those of us with severe allergies will suffer the entire time you are in our classrooms (and after you have left our classrooms). You may think it smells good; let me tell you that it doesn’t.  And, if it decides to “blow up” in your backpack or locker, you will be asked to take care of it immediately.
Some of you also feel there is no need to use soap on a daily basis, to wear deodorant (I strongly suggest you use antiperspirant/deodorant), or to care for your body.  This may be embarrassing for some of you, but it is imperative that you shower/bathe daily, brush your teeth daily, and care for your body.  You are at that age when changes are occurring, and I cannot stress the importance of caring for yourself.  While I will tactfully address this with you if I find it to be an issue, I cannot guarantee that your friends or peers will be as nice as I am.  
I realize some of you will find great pleasure in class ending; that is okay.  However, please remember that the dismissal bell is an indicator to me that class has ended.  Because of limited instructional time, students need to be aware that each minute of class is precious.  Please do not “pack up” early or leave when the bell rings.  Begin “packing up” only when you have gotten permission from me to leave.  

	Benefitting from Feedback and Critiques of Your Work



Harbor Creek Jr. High School offers students two primary ways to achieve their academic and personal goals: 1) excellent programs and courses, and 2) feedback and guidance from great teachers.  Feedback is a key element of learning, and these tips will help you get the most from teacher feedback not only in my class but also in all of your classes:

· Realize that feedback and grading are part of the learning process.  Completing and submitting an assignment is the first part of your learning; the second part of your learning is carefully reading and using the feedback from your teachers.  Your teachers’ primary responsibilities are to teach and to give feedback on your work.  You are spending quite a bit of time to grow, and appreciating and using the constructive criticism you receive from your teachers is an important step in your growth.  Learn to welcome and love feedback.  If you don’t feel you’re getting enough feedback, please ask for more.

· See your work from your teachers’ points-of-view.  If you were a teacher, would you avoid or hold back offering feedback on a student’s work?  Would you see just giving a grade and saying a few words as the way in which you would want to share your hard-earned expertise and knowledge and fulfill your responsibility as a teacher?  Wouldn’t you want to offer all the help and guidance you reasonably could?

· Before turning in an assignment, look it over one more time and judge it as your teachers will:

+ Did you follow the instructions?
+ Is your writing clear and compelling?
+ Did you cite your sources correctly?
+ Is your writing correct in punctuation, grammar, word usage, and MLA style?
+ Did you demonstrate that you used and understood the materials required for the assignment?

If your answer to these questions is not an enthusiastic “yes”, revise the assignment so it is the best you can make it.

· Remember that feedback is aimed at your work, not at you as a person.  Teachers value every student as an individual and as a member of the learning community.

· Take a rational approach to feedback.  As constructive and useful as criticism is, it can be difficult to work long hours on an assignment only to receive a less than perfect grade and have errors pointed out.  If you react emotionally when you receive your grade or feedback, give yourself time to cool down before reacting further.  Read the grade and the feedback, then take a break.  Come back to the paper and read the feedback one more time.  Be sure to ask your teachers for further clarification to eliminate any possible misunderstandings.  

· See feedback as empowering.  The purpose of feedback is to help you achieve excellence.  Use feedback as a tool for empowerment.  When you begin a class, let the teacher know that you’re looking forward to receiving guidance and the benefits of the teacher’s expertise.

Enjoy the affirmation and encouragement you get from your teachers.  Not all feedback points out problems; good feedback also tells you what you’re doing well and what you have mastered.

	Suggestions for Success



For many of you, English Advanced 8 will be one of the most difficult classes you will take this school year (and, as rumor has it, one of the most difficult classes you will take during your school career).  This is not to say that the coursework is not doable.  Each one of you is capable of completing the coursework in this class.  Many of you will have to put forth more effort for this course than you have had to do for other courses.  And, some of you who are used to earning straight “As” may find that you will earn an occasional B, C, D, or F.  There is nothing wrong with that.  Make it a learning experience and seek help from me and from other classmates.  Challenging yourself will not only make you appreciate your work more, but also it will allow you to take pride in what you have accomplished.  I would strongly suggest that you keep in mind the following to be a successful student in my class:

· Do not procrastinate.  Enough time will be given for assignments to be completed.  However, procrastination will only serve to be your worst enemy if you allow it.  Teachers can tell when students have put forth time and effort and when they have simply given it a “lick and a promise”.
· Utilize the tutorial time during the Advisory period.  If you need help, ask. 
· Always ask questions if you are unclear as to what is expected of you.  I am not a mind reader.  I know some of you will have questions and I know what those questions will be; for others, you will need to address them with me.
· Make use of class time.  Although you may “think” you know the material and will not need to listen to my lecture, please do not use my class as a time to catch up on the gossip of the day.  You are only disrupting other students who choose to learn.  Also, please do not use my class as a time to catch up on sleep.  If you choose to be disruptive or inattentive, I will simply point this out to you when you come to my room asking for help.  

I also realize that many of you are involved in school activities, such as sports, drama, and musical performances, or are in other outside activities, such as church groups, etc.  I applaud you for having a sense of pride in your school and community.  However, it is important to realize that your role as “student” is extremely important and should take first priority.  Please learn to balance the time spent with these extra-curricular activities and with your schoolwork.  Do not offer me an excuse about having practice or rehearsal or some other activity that did not allow you to get your work done.

	Final Thoughts



You will find English Advanced 8 to be a rather interesting, yet difficult, class.  The coursework, activities, and expectations required of you are rigorous, challenging, and demanding.  However, I have faith in all of you, and I know each one of you will be able to complete high-quality work.  If, at any time, you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to discuss them with me.  Neither one of us may enjoy hearing what the other has to say, but respectful and open communication allows for each of us to see from where the other is coming.  We all need to work together to make this school year a success. Throughout this course, your writing will improve, your intellect will expand, and your life will be enriched. When this course is over, you will also learn something about your learning style, which is valuable information that you will use throughout your high school career.

	Mr. Ludwig’s Tentative Schedule



Period/Time                                         Class                                                                                                   .
Arrival     6:45 A.M. – 7:00 A.M.         I usually arrive between 6:45 and 7:00 A.M.  If you need extra help               
                                                              or have questions about an assignment, this is the best time to meet 
                                                              with me.

Duty        7:30 A.M. –   7:40 A.M.       Hallway Duty in front of Jr. High Office
1              7:45 A.M. –   8:32 A.M.       English Adv. 8
2              8:37 A.M. –   9:19 A.M.       English Acad. 8
3              9:24 A.M. – 10:06 A.M.       English Adv. 8
4            10:11 A.M. – 10:53 A.M.       Prep
5            10:58 A.M. – 11:40 A.M.       English Adv. 8
6            11:45 A.M. – 12:27 P.M.        English Acad. 8
Lunch    12:27 P.M. – 12:57 P.M.       
7              1:02 P.M. –   1:44 P.M.        English Acad. 8
8              1:49 P.M. –   2:33 P.M.        Advisory 8

Student
Dismissal     2:33 P.M. – 2:35 P.M.

Teacher
Dismissal     2:45 P.M.

After 
School
Tutoring      2:45 P.M. – 3:30 P.M.

	Tentative Quarterly Outline


 (
Quarter 3:
Grammar and Writing
Short Story Study
Study of the Holocaust
Novel Study – 
Night
Literature of the Holocaust
Film Study – 
Nuit
 et 
Brouillard
Film Study – 
Oprah Winfrey’s Interview with 
Elie
 Wiesel
PSSAs (Reading, Writing, Math, Science)
Quarter 4: 
Poetry Study
Reading, Writing, and Analyzing Poetry
Independent Poetry Portfolios
Literature Circles
Independent Novel Choice
) (
Quarter 1:
Grammar and Writing
Short Story Study
Literature Circles
Independent Novel Choice
Study of the Holocaust
Novel Study
Animal Farm
Drama Study – 
“
The Diary of Anne Frank
”
Literature of the Holocaust
Film Study – 
Escape from 
Sobibor
Quarter 2: 
Grammar and Writing
Short Story Study
Novel Study
To Kill a Mockingbird
Film Study – 
“
To Kill a Mockingbird
”
)






















	Contract Between the Student and the Teacher (Please Remove This Page and Return to Me)



I, ___________________________________, have had the opportunity to go over this course syllabus with Mr. 

Ludwig and have read and understood the course syllabus for English Advanced 8.  I have also taken the time to 

review this information with my parent(s)/guardian(s).  Furthermore, I realize that I am ultimately accountable and 

responsible for my actions and behaviors in Mr. Ludwig’s classroom and in the school and agree to be held 

accountable and responsible for my actions and behaviors.  


_________________________________		                 _______________________________
               Student Signature              	                                                Parent/Guardian Signature


Contact Information:

	          Parent’s/Guardian’s Name _______________________________________________________

	          Home Phone _________________________                 Work Phone ______________________

         	E-mail _____________________________                   Cell Phone _______________________

	          Best time/place to contact (only if necessary) ________________________________________


Is there anything I should be aware of regarding your child?  



Do you have any questions for me about the course itself? 



Is there anything I can do this school year to help your child become more successful? 



Additional Comments/Questions/Concerns:


	

In a Million Words or Less…			

Yes, parents!  You are getting a homework assignment.  The reason behind this assignment is that it takes teachers weeks, and sometimes months, to get to know your scholar.  Some we really never get to know.  This activity gives you the chance to let me know what you think I should know about your scholar.  I will read each one of them, and I will not share them with anyone unless you give me permission to do so.

Your scholar is in for a great experience in English this school year.  The curriculum is rigorous, sometimes even extremely challenging, but it is very doable.  The overshadowing goal of the curriculum is to prepare your scholar for her/his upcoming years in the senior high school and for those days in February, March, April, and May when she/he takes the PSSAs.

This will be an exciting and busy school year.  The key is communication.  I encourage you to call or to e-mail with any questions, comments, or concerns you may have.  I can be reached at the phone number and e-mail address on the front page of the course syllabus.

Please take your time with this; however, there must be deadlines.  Please return this assignment to me no later than _________________.  You may either send it to me on this page or transfer the information into an e-mail and send it to me.

Enjoy, and welcome to yet another exciting year!



Robert (please, call me by my first name)
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